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To whom it may concern, 
 
This is a submission of support for the old museum/library to be transformed into 
Pioneer Square. Of all the proposals this concept appears to be the most beneficial and 
considerate of the community of Cordova. This would provide a feasible space for local 
entrepreneurs to afford attempting the pursuit of a passion or dream. In addition, a 
location for community events and gatherings, a leisure outdoor area that is not 
attached specifically to a restaurant or bar, AND DEC certified kitchen…The ideas of 
what could and will happen if this proposal is approved are so exciting and not limiting! 
Pioneer Square seems to be a mindful consideration of the thoughts, desires, and 
interests of the year round residents of Cordova. I give 100% support to this proposal 
and I hope you will as well.   
 
Thank you, 
Kate Stone 
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Planning & Zoning Commission;     

Tom Bailer, Chair 
Tom McGann, Vice Chair 
 Scott Pegau  
Allen Roemhildt  
Mark Frohnapfel 
 John Baenen 
 Heath Kocan 

  

   

 

City Council;  Mayor 
Jim Kacsh 
Council Members 
Seat A: Kristin Carpenter 
Seat B: Timothy Joyce 
Seat C: Tom Bailer 
Seat D: Robert Beedle 
Seat E: Joshua Hallquist 
Seat F: David Reggiani

 
 

  I am full-square behind the purchase of the old Library complex property by Bootslyn and David 
Roemhildt. These two see the future of our town. Their business model is in keeping with “A Better 
Cordova” and would benefit individual community members in an exponential way—not just the 
individual wealth of one family. The services and goods offered in Pioneer Square would be high 
value, diverse and reasonably priced the space would be attractive and the daily operations there 
would bring life value for residents and visitors alike.   
 

The idea for Pioneer Square is an attractive one, so very much in keeping with our goals merging 
historical Cordova with our current needs offering a wonderful place to come to. It will be a great 
show case addition to our main Street, an obvious ode to our regard for our fascinating history and 
love for where we’ve come from and where we are going. Pioneer Square would be an architectural 
love song to our little town where so many come to work and play and enjoy the richness of life in 
an Alaskan setting. 

Being a part of Pioneer Square would allow my own business model to come true providing me a 
safe and comfortable space to continue bringing my flowers, garden design, herbals and floral décor 
to Cordova.   

I want you all to consider what a good decision it would be to grant this property sale to David and 
Bootslyn Roemhildt. It would certainly change my life and the lives of others for the better.  

 

Thank you,  

Carolyn Roesbery 
Bx 594, Cordova AK 99574 
akmediascope@yahoo.com 
2/2/2016 
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To Whom it May Concern,  
After carefully considering all possible projects for the old library location, I have come to the 
conclusion that the Pioneer Square would be most beneficial to the city of Cordova and its 
citizens. As my personal opinion, I believe the other proposals seem exponentially less beneficial 
to the community.  
This privately funded project would provide jobs for the citizens of Cordova, and it would create 
a place of endless possibilities. As a small business owner I have thought about expanding my 
business to a brick and mortar shop, however the only thing holding me back is an affordable 
place to operate. The Pioneer Square project would have eight small units providing for myself, 
as well as other small businesses the opportunity to open up a permanent location for the 
community to enjoy our services and products.   
Another benefit would be that the building wouldn't be torn down but instead restored into 
another beautiful spot for the community gather on nice days in the outdoor courtyard, to hold 
social events, weddings, birthdays, etc. and would also be a place where people can share their 
love of cooking.   
Please consider carefully the decision you're about to make. 
Sincerely, 
A Concerned Citizen  
Raven Madison 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing in support of Tim and Joanna Dillon’s business proposal to the City of 
Cordova to relocate their business, Seaman’s Hardware, to the former Cordova Library 
and Historical Society properties on the corner of 1st Street and Adams Avenue. 

 

I have been a Seaman’s customer for nearly 12 years and admire the fact that within a 
limited retail space one can find shelves stocked with the essential hardware, tools, and 
supplies for home, fishing vessel, and various work projects. Joanna and Tim have been 
the owners for my period of residency in town and Seaman’s, as a business, has been 
an asset to Cordovans for more than 50 years. 

 

I understand that there are competing proposals; however, I am in favor of a business 
that has proven its ability to succeed in an economy that cycles not only through 
seasonal highs and lows but also long term highs and lows associated with our 
commercial fishery.  Seaman’s keeps its doors open year round, providing both a 
valuable retail service and a source sales tax for the city. Given Seaman’s reputation, it 
is my hope that such a staple among Cordova’s Main Street businesses can expand its 
capacity and potential by relocating to a larger retail space.   

Sincerely, 

Brad Reynolds 

403 3rd St 

Cordova, AK  99574 

 

907-424-5141 
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To Whom It May Concern: 

If selected by Planning and Zoning as a final candidate, please approve Tim and Joanna Dillon, owners of 
Seaman's True Value Hardware, to purchase the former library/museum building.  

I am not opposed to competition, such as the kind a new ACE Hardware store would create for Seaman's 
True Value. I do, however, feel concerned about one family owning so many businesses in one small 
town. 

Nor do I dislike the plans drawn up for Roemhildt's Pioneer Square, however, I know they recently evicted 
multiple small businesses in order to open ACE Hardware and are now claiming to be the answer for 8-12 
small businesses in Cordova? Also, knowing how many already-thriving small businesses close during 
the winter or reduce their hours dramatically, I fail to see how Pioneer Square will be a viable business 
plan for Cordova year-round. 

Additionally, Pioneer Square drawings show expanding the building’s size by 20’ which will eliminate the 
current much-needed main street parking lot on Adams Street. However, Seaman’s plans for expansion 
will leave that parking lot as is, allowing for those spaces to be used by anyone after business hours. 

For 15 years with Tim and Joanna Dillon and 50 years in Cordova, Seaman's Hardware has a proven 
track record, keeping so many families supplied, and fishermen, carpenters and small scale contractors in 
thriving. Fifty years in business—15 years with Tim and Joanna—means something in a small town like 
ours. I support Seaman's True Value Hardware moving to the former Cordova Library/Museum building. 
Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Julie Reynolds 
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